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A few weeks before his death, he was interviewed
by an American journalist, when he paid a gracious
tribute to "Sir Henry^my ninth manager, and I need
hardly say, one of the kindest, one of the most scholarly,
one of the most painstaking artists I have ever been
connected with. The sums of money he spends in
his productions, the study and time he devotes to make
both the production and the interpretation as perfect
as possible, are unprecedented in the annals of the
stage. When Queen Victoria knighted him at Windsor,
she added to the usual formula, ' It gives me very great
pleasure, sir/ We all echoed that feeling, for a truer
knight, a truer friend, a better man, has never breathed."